
Saanich Sommeliers 
Regular Monthly Club Meeting 

Minutes of Tuesday, June 11, 2019 

  
Call to Order at 7:45 pm by Mike McInnis at the home of Marg and Don Best, 1989 Wenman Drive, Victoria, BC.   
A quorum was declared with 27 individuals (17 families) in attendance.     
 
Review of Minutes from April 9, 2019 meeting:  

MOTION: To accept the minutes May 14, 2019 meeting.   
Moved by Dawn Robson and seconded by Robin McNeil.  All voted in favor and carried.  

 
President: 

 Joe and Heather Lima are attending their second meeting.  They have indicated a desire to become 
members and with no dissention, they were welcomed to the club. 

 
Correspondence: 

 None 
 

Reports:  

 Treasurer (Leanna Rathkelly) 
o We currently have $9,780 in the bank. 

 

 BCAWA  (Murray Bierd – on behalf of Sharon Bierd & Colin Nicholson)  
o The BCAWA executive has been selected for this year.   
o Kamloops will be the host of the 2020 Provincials and they will be looking for support.  Some of 

the judging will be done in the lower mainland and taken up to Kamloops. 
o BCAWA is no longer doing a printed newsletter.  There will be an email distribution every three 

months which will be forwarded to all SS members through the Secretary. 
 

 Competition Coordinator (Bill Greaves – absent ) 
o The Saanich Sommeliers did well at the Provincials in May 25th.  The results were circulated 

previously and are posted on the BCAWA website.  Murray has medals and comment sheets for 
the winners. 

o You can also access the judging notes for your wine on the BCAWA.  (The access is not intuitive. 
& you need to access as though you are entering your wine.) 
 

 Vice-President  (Sheridan Scott) 
o The educational program is established for the year. 
o The aromas are set up on the wine table. 

 

 Communications Officer (Ken Stepushyn - absent):  
o No report 

 

 Grape Coordinator (Ron Ramsdale):    
o We are still determining the level of interest in Walla Walla grapes between Saanich Sommeliers 

and the Nanaimo club.    
o A decision will be made on this trip by the end of June. 

 

 Wine Steward (Tom Sibbald)  
o The draw wine for this month is: Chateau Ame De Musset, Lalanda-de-Pomerol.  2009.  Value is 

$46 
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Old Business 

 pH pen calibration, So2 and Yan Analysis Workshop:   
o Details to follow 

 
New Business 

 Our Summer Barbeque will take place at Starling Lane on Sunday, July 21st, starting at 4pm. 
o Mary Homer will be helping to coordinate the volunteers and an email will be forthcoming. 
o We do intend to do a lamb on the spit and other protein will be available 
o People will be asked to bring a potluck item (along with their plates/cutler) 
o There will also be games, camaraderie & the usual fun! 

 
Health and Welfare: 

 Harry Borris has been moved to the Broadmead Veterans Hospital.  He is doing ok – but would welcome 
guests. Best availability is Friday or Saturday morning. 
 

General Comments/Discussion:  

 This evening’s Educational Topics include: 
o The Quick Fix was cancelled to provide more time for the educational component 
o Topic: Tutored Wine Tasting:  Comparing a single varietal grown in different regions. Do the 

differences relate to Terroir?    Presented by Barry Edmonson. 
 Presentation, discussion and sampling of two Sauvignon Blancs (one from France & the 

other from New Zealand) and two Syrah/Shiraz (one from France & the other from 
Australia) 

 Bottle draw:  Won by Donna Neve 

 Mike thanked:  
o Don and Marg Best for hosting the meeting.  

 The next meeting will take place at the home of Ron Ramsdale and Dawn Robson, 3619 Doncaster Drive, 
on Tuesday, August 13th.         
 

Adjournment:  

 Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm.    
 


